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Message from the President
As we approach 2014, the Alaska Association of School
Administrators (AASA) would like to express our
appreciation to the students, parents, elders,
communities, board members and educators across this
great State for allowing us the opportunity to provide a
quality educational program for all children. Our
commitment to kids is stronger than ever for the continued
development of excellence in education through a strong
and evolving public education system.

This year, AASA has adopted "Voices of Unity" as our
theme, focusing attention not just on AASA and our
umbrella organization, the Alaska Council of School
Administrators (ACSA), but on other like-minded
organizations as well. With our focus on building
relationships among all education stakeholders, we hope
to accomplish a common goal: "The Alaska Legislature adopting a multi-year
foundation funding plan that allows for effective long-range planning and promotes
operational efficiency". The capacity to achieve a multi-year foundation funding plan
hinges on unification of this shared vision.

Our partnership efforts are underway. Superintendents throughout the State are
resolved around updated standing resolutions and joint position statements
collectively developed with our professionals colleagues—principals and business
officials. Additional partners including the Alaska Association of School Boards
(AASB), Citizens for the Advancement of Alaska's Children (CEAAC), Alaska
Learning Network (AKLN), the Special Education Service Association (SESA) and
others—are potentially available to help bring an even stronger united voice to the
legislature. AASA has already held joint boards meetings with AASB and CEAAC.

Last year, AASA, collaborating with other like-minded organizations, was successful
in its advocacy efforts. While the base student allocation (BSA) was not increased,
essential legislative funds were provided for public education through numerous
targeted initiatives. We all recognize that Alaska's declining oil revenue forecasts a
potential bleak picture for future state budgets. This forecast is all the more reason
to unite in an advocacy for a BSA increase now or, at the very least, find a
mechanism to permanently insert the one-time funding opportunities—$25 million for
energy relief and $21 million for safe schools—received last session into the
foundation funding formula.

The superintendents and other educational organizations across Alaska are called
on to unite and advocate for a goal that very few feel is possible. If we succeed,
each of our 54 districts will be able to tailor these additional funds to meet the
educational needs of their students and continue the journey of providing each child
a "world-class education".

Thank you for your continued participation within our organization. We appreciate
your feedback provided through surveys, legislative presentations and other
correspondence, allowing us to continually evolve and move forward. Best wishes
for an exceptional school year.

— Todd Poage,
 AASA President
 Alaska Gateway School District
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DOT LAKE SCHOOL 
Board of Education Report!

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 3

Currently our enrollment is at 7 
students.  We are working with 
community members to increase the 
enrollment as we swing in to winter.!

Students are looking forward to and 
enjoying their twice a month visits 
from Ruth Fastenau and Deb Lundy.  
Students are engaged during their 
visits and are excited about the music 
and counseling programs.!

The student body did a fantastic job 
preparing and hosting the Regional 
School Board Meeting on October 
21st.  The students prepared a spanish-
themed menu.  Items included 
homemade enchiladas, spanish rice, 

and cinnamon rolls.  The students also 
prepared and presented an iMovie 
about their cooking process.  The 
students did a wonderful job on all 
aspects of the project.  Thank you to 
all who attended provided 
compliments to the students about 
their hard work and perseverance in 
completing the project!

Language 
Arts

Descriptive Writing  

This unit has focused on students 
writing a “How-To” essay on a process 
and a short, fictional story.  The 
students worked hard to create 
graphic organizers and edit their story 
to develop details and descriptions.  
Student writing samples can be seen 
throughout the school. 

Math

Steady As We Go 
Students are now entering the part of 

the Saxon texts where there 
are many new concepts 
mixed with review material.  
They are using a variety of 

sources to gain knowledge including 
Khan Academy, Student-Teacher 
discussions, and informal peer 
learning groups.  


Health

Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drugs 
This unit has tasked students with facing 
the facts about tobacco, alcohol, and 
drugs.  Students have learned the history 
of these addictive substances, traced 
the development, and completed 
projects.  Projects have ranged from 
informative posters, calling stores for 
prices, and recognizing signs of 
dependance. 


!

October/Beginning of November At a 
glance

Class Highlights
Below is a poster of Drinking and Driving Facts made by Nicki Allen.



!
Music

With direction from Mrs. Fastenau, 
students are beginning to focus on 
christmas songs with their instruments.  
Students will be making a christmas 
song CD and presenting this as 
presents to their family.
!!
Technology

This past month, students have been 
focusing on creating a online portfolio of 
their work through google sites.  On the 
December Board of Education Report, 
links will be provided to these sites.


!
Chemistry

Students have wrapped up their unit on 
the Periodic Table and completed some 
incredible tri-fold brochure promoting an 
element (equitable to a sales brochure 
of a product or line of products).  These 
will be available on their digital portfolio.


Class Highlights
Project-Based 

!
Marrin Peet and Brandan Hendren-

Rice, our resident comedian, working 
on their water color horizon painting.

Above is a student rendition of the 
Seal of the State of Alaska Project.  

Students were tasked with creating an 
alternative seal that encompassed 
industries and cultural activities in 

Alaska.  This student chose to focus 
on hunting, trapping, oil, fishing, and 

farming for their project.

Behind the scenes of the cooking 
video filming process.  In the 

picture, the director, co-director 
and, slightly hidden, the 

videographer.

Students preparing the salad for the 
Board of Education meeting on 

October 21st.

Professional Learning Committee!!
Over the past month, the Professional Learning Committee 
meeting time has been used to focus on updating the STEPP plan 
and assessing how the school is meeting and addressing student 
needs.  There has been deep reflection in this measurement topic 
and has helped shape and drive the staff at Dot Lake School to 
ensure all student needs are being met.  !!
The staff at Dot Lake School is committed to making sure that 
student needs are being met and will continue to focus on this 
section of the STEPP plan.

A big thank you to Karen Deeter for 
her help and patience during the 
cooking video project.  She was very 
helpful in all phases of the project and 
worked around the taping schedule to 
ensure students were fed!  Thank you 
again!



















 
 

Board Report – October 
 
Enrollment- 

• As of 11/07/13 there are 36 students enrolled in K-12.  
 

K -2 = 15 students 
3 –5 = 10 students 
6-12 = 11 students 
 
PreSchool / Headstart has become a part our instructional program in Tetlin, to prepare 
our incoming student to be classroom ready for the advanced rigors of the new Alaska 
State Standards. 
 
P/S = 6 Students 

 
Attendance- 
 

• Our overall k-12 attendance for September is approximately 79%.   
 

Recent Events- 
 

• Student laptops for the 6-12 students have rolled out into the classroom and students 
are making extensive use of the computers in the classroom. 

 
Staff Vacancy – 
 Our aide position remains unfilled and we are still seeking qualified candidates. 
 
Discipline- 
 1 suspension 1 day 
 1 suspension 1 day 
 1 suspension 2 day 
 1 suspension 3 day 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kurt Schmidt 
Principal / Teacher 
 
















